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i:Er 1876: 

By an Eton Boy. 



rjlHEEE have been published several books 
about life at Eton in various phases such as 
"A Day of My Life'' and "About some Fellows"; 
not to mention a host of papers on the same sort 
of subject. These I know have been very success- 
ful, and well repaid the care spent upon them by 
their authors. I am afraid, that my present book 
will not have such a complete success throughout 
^ the whole 900 and odd boys, but T trust, that at 

^ least some may be interested by it, and that it may 

^ call forth other books detailing and depicting the 

y delights of other ways of spending the Summer 

^ holidays. I know that, though I never could see 

rl the fun of it, some fellows think it great fun to 

if) stump across moor and bog on the chance of hit- 

ting a bird, or to stand for hours in a stream on 
the cliance of hooking a fish, or maiiy other sorts 
of amusement. But chacun a son gouty say I ; I 
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prefer certainly the way of spending the Summer 
holidays, which I will now detail. 

It was one smnmer ago, that I first had the 
offer of going abroad. I had been to Paris at the 
previous Easter and enjoyed it very much. But 
now my Father offered to take me on a tour, 
which promised to be far more enjoyable ; namely, 
to St. Petersburg, whither he was going as a 
member of the International Oriental Congress, 
by the way of Hamburg, Copenhagen, and Stock- 
holm. We started in the middle of August, our 
party consisting of my Father, another old Eton- 
ian and myseK. It was extremely hot weather at 
the time, and the usual passage from Dover to 
Calais, so well known to most people, who have 
been abroad, was shorn of its horrors. Here a 
little time was given for dinner in an extremely 
dingy and tremendously crowded " buffet.'' 
Thence we travelled for sixteen hours to Cologne, 
through LUle and Brussels, and oh ! the heat was 
awful. We arrived at Cologne half melted, and 
put up at the Hotel du Nord. Arising early next 
morning, we hurried round the Cathedral with its 
sacristy and shrine of the three kings, of whose 
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bones all that is to be seen are three mouldy skulls 
with gold crowns on them. We saw also the 
bones of Ursula's eleven thousand virgins. We 
then started by train for Hamburg. It was mon- 
strously hot, and the compartment we were in was 
very full of people and extremely close. One 
young Frenchman squinted awfuUy. He was 
travelling with his mother, and she confidentially 
told my Father, that her son was going to meet 
his fiancee for the first time. The young girl, 
rather pretty, came to meet them at the station : 
we saw them meet : I pitied her. 

After a long day's journey we arrived at Ham- 
burg, and got rooms in an hotel, whose windows 
overlooked a great sort of haK-harbour, half -lake. 
That evening we went in a little steamer across 
the aforesaid lake to a pleasure-garden to hear a 
" Monstre Concert '' (sic). Here we found a large 
number of people sitting out under the trees at 
little tables drinking beer, and enjoying the strains 
of a band. 

The lake looked very pretty with aU the lights 
round it, and one or two boats were hung with 

ft 

coloured Chinese lanterns* 
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Thence home to our hotel and to bed, as Mr. 
Pepys would say in his famous Diary. 

I forgot to say, that I was in the Middle Divi- 
sion of the Fifth Form, and, when my Father 
proposed to enter my name among the ** Savans 
Orientalistes,'' and get a ticket, that I might enjoy 
the advantages, I was taken aback, but he re- 
minded me, that I had been to India while a baby 
in arms, and was therefore an Orientalist, and 
that every Eton boy was a savant or "knowing 
one," — some a little more, and some a little less. 
Besides, I found that my friend Anna, daughter 
of another old Etonian, whom we caught up at 
Stockholm, had taken out a ticket as a " savante,'* 
and she was only a girl, so I consented to be en- 
tered as a Savant Orientalist. 

Next day we saw Hamburg, ran over to Lubeck, 
and saw that place. I read Murray's Guide-Book, 
and never leave any place, till I have verified every 
object mentioned. This takes time, but I ac- 
quired the habit at my Dame's of doing everything 
thoroughly. By sunset we got to Kiel, and went 
on board the steamer, which during the night took 
us to Corsor in the Island of Zealand. Here we 
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landed and took train to Copenhagen. Here we 
had a day's hard work visiting galleries, libraries, 
and museums. The whole place was full of naked 
marble statues. We lived in a state of ceaseless 
perspiration day and night. There were some 
capital open-air pantomimes in one of the public 
gardens. 

Thence we took train to Elsinore, saw Hamlet's 
Castle, famous for Shakespeare's line : — 

" Who*a there ? It is I, my lord, the early village cock !'* 

We saw also Ophelia's grave, and embarking on 
board a small steamer named " Horatio " we 
crossed the Sound, and landed at Helsingborg in 
Sweden. We had a fair view of the Kattegat. 
When we went to take our places in the train, we 
found that not only were there compartments for 
smokers, but also for swearers, for one was labelled 
" Dam-coupfe." We found that the barmaid was 
called a " Micker," and the ladies' cloak-room was 
marked " Fur Quinner." We travelled all night, 
and reached Stockholm early in the morning. The 
city was beautiful, and our hotel was a grand one 
just opposite the palace. Here we joined a great 

-« -• J J jj j-'-'j 



10 How I Spent my Swmmer Holidays. 

many other savans, German, English, Danes, and 
we were exceedingly joUy. 

In the Hotel was Christine Neilson, the Swedish 
singer, and the Emperor of Brazil, travelling 
under the name of Don Pedro d* Alcantara. We 
had a famous time at Stockholm, going about the 
lakes in little steamers, going to the theatre, 
where we saw " Sound the World in one hundred 
days,'* and a ridiculous Scotchman in plaids with 
a long telescope, and notebook, and Murray's 
Guide, always getting into trouble. The heat was 
awful. Some of the peasant girls from Dalicardia 
had such pretty dresses, and one of the most in- 
teresting sights was the National Museum, with 
life-size figures of all the different Scandinavian 
races. The people here are rather savage and 
behind the age, for, when I turned out on Sunday 
in an Eton round jacket, turn-over collar, and taU 
hat, just as every feUow wears as a matter of 
course, we had quite a concourse of boys after us, 
and everybody turned round to look at me : and 
the guide asked my Father, whether I was got up in 
that dress " pour mon premier communion.'* We 
saw a wedding take place in our Salle a manger : 
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the men were all in black trousers, and white ties, 
and looked such cads : the women in white dresses, 
they stood in a row behind a table, upon which 
was a large book, and a champagne-bottle : one of 
them put the hand of the bride into the hand of 
the bridegroom, and said something in Swedish : 
then they uncorked the champagne, and hobnobbed, 
and walked out into the streets, and went to places 
of amusement. We went over to Upsala, overtook 
in the streets a nice old clergyman, who said he 
was the D6m Prost, something like our Provost, 
I suppose, and he looked rather like Dr, Goodf ord. 
He was very civil to us, and called us " les savans 
anghds,'' took us into the Cathedral, and the 
University Library, and shewed us the Codex 
Argenteus of TJlfil&s, and the Devil's Bible. He 
seemed inclined to kiss us, when we took leave ; 
but, as he did not offer refreshments, we had them 
at a little inn, and went to see the HUl of Odin, 
where we ascended and drank some mead — ^filthy 
stuff — out of Eurik's horn : the mead was some- 
thing worse even than my Dame's beer. Stockholm 
is veiy nice, and the Swedes are a very nice 
people. 
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Next day we embarked in a steamer to cross the 
Gulf of Bothnia to Hango in Finland, part of 
Bussia. The steamer was in a canal just nnder 
the hotel-windows, so we walked to it, and fonnd 
the Emperor of Brazil on board. The scenery 
down the arm of the sea into the Gulf was 
magnificent. Stockholm beats Yenice out and 
out : I have seen both. When it was dark, we 
weii,t down into the cabin to supper, and found 
our seats close to those of the Emperor. He was 
going to the Congress also : in fact, the whole 
party on board was doing the same thing. After 
supper, some one told the Emperor, that there was 
an Eton boy on board, and His Majesty's Equerry 
came to my Father to ask leave to take me to be 
presented : so I went, and there never was such a 
jolly Emperor ; he asked me all about Eton, he 
quoted Virgil and Homer, and was quite friendly. 
He did not pouch, however : 1 should like to have 
seen the kind of gold coin, that is current in Brazil. 
He then sent for my Father, and they had a long 
talk about the Congress, and Sanskrit. His 
Majesty is an A 1 savant. When we were in our 
cabin, a fearful storm came on, and we were all 
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terribly sick : our passage was very long. When 
my Father got on deck, he f onnd it was raining, 
and the Emperor was in the round house, and his 
Majesty remarked, that it was "tres humide." 
We landed at Hango, had to run the gauntlet of 
the Bussian police and customs : however, the fact 
of the Congress made this very easy, and no one 
could mistake savans like us for Nihilists, and 
Dynamitards. At one hotel the landlord would 
make us put down in the register not only our 
names, and residences, but also our professions ; 
we told him that we had none, that we had " rien 
au f aire," and to his horror entered ourselves as, 
« Nihilistes." 

We then took train to Helsingf ors : we saw a 
prohibition to smoke in ten different languages, 
and at the stations the retiring rooms were labelled 
in Eussian, Finn, Swedish, and German. When 
we reached the station, we rushed out to secure a 
drosky ; it was the first that we had seen, and the 
dress of the coachman, and the way in which he 
held his reins, and the whole turn out, impressed 
us, but what surprised us most, that every coach- 
man, when hailed, made the same reply, which to 
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our ears sounded like "Got a lady/* which we 
heard afterwards was Swedish for "engaged." 
We worked our way to an hotel with difficulty. 
We had introductions to some Swedish friends, 
who held high positions in the local Courts of 
Justice. We went to call, but our reputation 
went before us, for not only were we introduced 
generally as " les savans anglais," but Anna and 
I, who went up last, heard ourselves introduced 
into a room full of strangers as " les jeunes savans 
anglais." We were treated most kindly, and with 
the most profound respect, as due to our juvenile 
scholarship. We had expected to find the Finns 
something like the Lapps, half -naked, or in skins, 
and accompanied by reindeer, but we found the 
company as polished and refined as Parisians, and 
the young ladies charming. They took us about 
the place : there was not much to see, but they 
shewed us that, and told us that they were Fin- 
. landers and Swedes by origin, and not Finns; 
they were all Eussian subjects, but Protestants. 
They came to see us off at the station, and were 
most loving. On arriving at Wyburg we found a 
new feature at our hotel ; there was no food to be 
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had, as they only supplied beds: so we had to 
perch in one street at the hotel, and peck at a 
restanration in the next street. We saw with 
delight the first eamovar, or tea-urn, with which 
we became very familiar in Eussia, as tea seems 
always on tap in every house at all times. 

Next morning we were up early, and went on 
board a canal-steamer, and by a succession of 
locks, one above the other, we were pumped up 
many hundred feet to a canal on a higher level. 
There was an Inscription in the Finnish language 
to record the names of the engineer, who had 
accomplished this daring work. We saw everybody 
drinking tea on the deck : the men drank it in 
glasses, and the women in cups : it seemed a 
distinction of the sexes, but both put sugar and 
slices of lemon in their boiling weak tea, but no 
milk. At a certain place we landed, and were 
transferred to a char-a-banc. We had insensibly 
formed an acquaintance with two young ladies, one 
a Swede, one a Norwegian, who had just completed 
a tour in Switzerland travelling together alone, 
and, as they were going to Imatra, we four formed 
ourselves into a party. The Swede sat on the 
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same bencli in the char-a-banc with my Father, 
and the Norwegian sat by my side. As we drove 
violently down the deep descents, and up the steep 
ascents, the motion of the vehicle was qnite 
indescribable, and my Norwegian friend began 
crying out, " Wah ! wah !" 

On reaching our destination we visited the 
wonderful rapids, down which the waters of the 
great lakes discharge themselves in their course 
to the Baltic : a light suspension-bridge crossed 
it, but we declined to venture across, and settled 
down in the little hotel. Next day we returned 
to Wyburg by the road in a flat cart, or rather 
flat wooden box without springs on two wheels : 
the jolting was worse than yesterday. Every ten 
miles our boy and pony was changed. On reach- 
ing the hotel at Wyburg a f jelegram was put into 
our hands, unmistakeably addressed to us with 
the words in English : " Ask for my nightgown." 
We were at a loss to understand what this could 
mean, but the chamber-man (for we had got be- 
yond the region of chamber-maids), produced a 
roll of linen, which proved to be the nightgown of 
our friend, who had gone on direct to St. Peters- 
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burg, whicli had been left by accident behind. 
At the station we found ladies with plates collect- 
ing money " pour les pauvres slaves et bougares." 
They were exceedingly angry, when my Father 
asked, if they received presents " pour les pauvres 
Polacques " also. In the train we met some 
charming young Eussian school-girls going home 
for their holidays : they were delighted to talk to 
us in English, and told us, how they read Walter 
Scott and Dickens. We reached St. Petersburg 
in safety, and found the work of the Congress 
already commenced. 

Of course we did all the sights, drove every- 
where in drozkies, saw the Winter Palace, the 
Museum, the cathedrals and churches. The heat 
was sweltering, and we drank tea freely. We 
went to the tombs of the Emperors, and the 
National Museum, with figures large as life of 
every description of Eussian subjects. I went 
shopping with Anna, and acquired certain Eussian 
words such as "skolko" — ^how much? "kot6ro 
chas?" what o'clock is it? "tchaii," tea. In fact, 
we had a very jolly time of it. 

But the real work was the Congress. Eepre- 

2 
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sentatives of every country in Europe were there, 
and I saw a live Turk in a red cap, and every kind 
of subject was discussed, and a quantity of diflPer- 
ent languages used. Two old fellows, Stickler 
and Lagus, had a discussion in Latin : no one 
understood them, for their pronunciation was not 
fit for the Fourth Form. They got great applause, 
but I wondered, what the Head would have said, if 
he had had their copy under his thumb, and heard 
the false quantities, which they made : I will be 
bound to say, that he would have found false con- 
cords also. One Englishman, now an M.P., dis- 
gusted us by getting up to make a speech \a 
French, and commencing ^^Je suis un anglais 
barbare." Our meetings were held in one of the 
palaces of the Eussian Emperor. The Emperor of 
Brazil attended the Sections, and in the middle of 
one he leant across to my Father, and asked him, 
if he had seen the telegraph from Constantinople, 
that the Sultan of Turkey had been deposed. I 
began to feel quite at honie with Emperors. 

Then we had excursions of the whole Congress. 
One day we all lunched at the Yacht Club, and 
then embarked in a steamer on the river Neva, 
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and passed by the fortress of Cronstadt, and 
landed at the Emperor's Palace of Peterhof, where 
we were all to dine. The Emperor himself was 
away at Livadia on the Black Sea, but the 
chamberlain, Count Gulitzin, did the honours. 
We were driven about the park, and saw all the 
small houses, where the different members of the 
Imperial Family dwelt at certain seasons. We 
dined in the Palace of Peter the Great. I had 
got Murray's Guide Book up, and naturally asked 
to see Peter the Great's night-cap. It could not 
be found. I appealed to Count G^tzin. I heard 
some one say, ^^Le jeune savant Anglais desire 
voir le bonnet de nuit du Pierre le Grand : ou est 
ilP" After some search a most dirty object was 
found. 

Just before dinner we all assembled in a beauti- 
ful hall, and the Imperial attendants, in their 
swell uniforms brought in trays with sardines, 
and caviare, and cognac, and everybody took a 
little, and ate and drank standing ; the ladies ate 
and drank with their white gloves on. This was 
a kind of pick-me-up, for soon we all filed into 
dinner. One little French professor amused us. 
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He was always losing his wife, and hunting for 
her, crying ont " Ou est ma Caroline?" We aU 
laughed, and passed on his message. We had 
sturgeon and Eussian dishes, and it was a very 
fine sight to see the dinner of some hundreds in 
the Imperial Dining HaU. After dinner we began 
to discuss, whether we ought not to propose the 
health of the Czar, and I seemed to feel it my 
duty to make an eflPort, and as being the best up 
in Latin of the party, thought of something of this 
kind : " Epulantes, Csesar, te salutamus," but 
Count Galitzin informed us, that it was contrary 
to Imperial etiquette to do anything of the kind 
in any of the Palaces. We went back to St. 
Petersburg by train. 

Another day we were all taken to dine at 
another palace of the Emperor, Tsarko Selo. This 
was built by the Empress Catherine II., and some 
wonderful rooms belonging to her Majesty were 
described, but we found them shut up. I again 
appealed to Count Gkditzin, who read the account 
in my Murray, and after inquiring of the attend- 
ants, told us that, they were the apartments of the 
** Imperatrice actueUe." I urged that, as Murray 
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mentioned them, I onglit to be allowed to see 
them ; this argument struck him as forcible, and 
he took a few of us, and tapped at the door, and 
they actually let us in, because we belonged to the 
Congress, so kind and courteous was everybody. 
Count Galitzin remarked, "C'est le premier foi, 
que ]'ai vue ces apartments, grace au jeune savant 
Anglais avec son Murray/' We had another good 
dinner, and were then driven to a great music hall, 
and back by train to our hotel. 
On examining our trunks to-night, as we were 
starting next day, we found, that the whole of our 
gold and foreign silver had been stolen. We 
generally carried our cash about with us, but, 
when we dined with the Emperor, we were obliged 
to put on evening dress, which is short of pockets. 
The thieves had carefully opened the trunks with 
false keys, left the English silver money, as of no 
use at St. Petersburg, and replaced everything, 
and locked up the trunks, and strapped them. 
They knew, that we were starting early next morn- 
ing, and had watched their opportunity : of course 
the master of the hotel shrugged his shoulders and 
expressed his regret. 
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We took sleeping-bertlis by train to Moscow, for 
we were fairly worn out with heat and hard work : 
woke up to see the train cross the river Volga, 
and get into Moscow in the morning. One of our 
friends met us at the hotel, and told us, that he 
had been robbed of everything at the station. 
While he was getting his railway ticket, somebody's 
arm came over his shoulder, and took his pocket- 
book out of his side-pocket : when he felt it go, 
and turned round, he saw nothing but stolid 
Bussian faces behind him, none of whom he dared 
to charge with such an impudent robbery. So 
we had all to go to the bank, and raise money for 
our immediate wants, as we had been aU cleverly 
cleaned out. 

I did all the sights of Moscow : the Big Bell, 
the Cathedral, Sparrow's Hill, and the view of the 
city, and here I took leave of the good old Emperor 
of Brazil, coming upon him suddenly, while having 
a cup of tea in the room of an English lady. I 
shall always think well of Emperors after this 
specimen. When he came to London next year, 
his Majesty graciously asked my Father, " How 
is your little son?" One of the ambassadors 
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was good enougli to tell me, that I must lay myself 
out to be one of the " Savans de I'avenir.'* All 
our friends had dispersed, and .we had nothing to 
do but work our way back. 

We made an expedition to Troitska, a most 
sacred place of the Greek Church : as we came in 
sight, all the Eussians in the train rose from their 
seats, and bowed to the building, and repeated 
prayer. We walked over the Sacred Chapel, and 
watched what was going on. A Brahmin would 
have found himself quite at home, for no idolatry 
could be worse in a Hindu temple. The pictures 
were covered with jewels, and everybody kissed 
them. We were taken in to see the Treasury of 
the Cathedral: the value of the jewels is enormous, 
and the sight magnificent ; diamonds seem to go 
for nothing. What a lot of Itit we shall have, 
when we take Moscow ! As we went back, I had 
a row with a Eussian Mujik : they all smoked, 
and when I tried to let down a window, the man 
opposite to me, who was half drunk, would not let 
me. He was very troublesome, and as nothing 
would stop him, my Father called out to him the 
only Eussian words which he knew, "Gospedi 
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Pomeloi," " The Lord be with yon," which is 
shouted out in all the churches in the litanies. 
It had the most extraordinary eflPect, for everybody 
burst out laughing, and the man was quite crushed, 
and gave no more trouble. 

We took tickets to Warsaw: only one train 
each day, and the journey lasted two days and a 
half : we saw the sun set twice, but it was rather 
jolly. We could walk along the whole length of 
the train and pay visits to friends. We had some 
French friends with us, who called themselves 
Parisian Hebrews, and lived like Christians, and, 
when they saw the horrible Polish Jews on the 
platform, " ! mon Dieu ! voila les Juif s," which 
seemed to us an odd remark in their lips. The 
train was timed to stop at certain places for meals, 
and once we had our dinner after midnight. We 
got to Warsaw all right, and saw all that was to 
be seen. When people die, they take the bodies 
and lay them out in the church, and we stepped 
in, and saw the body of a young girl, who was just 
dead, lying in a kind of bridal dress. We were 
cheated at the railway station, for they would 
only give the value of half Napoleons for half 
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Sovereigns, and we were hustled into the train 
without time to complain. 

We went to Buda Pesth and saw the Danube. 
We walked about with Arminius Vambery, the 
famous Oriental traveller. As we travelled to 
Vienna, we nearly got into trouble. We were 
always making collections of curios, and we saw 
outside the train a delightful brass badge with 
the words, ^* Smoking is forbidden" in Hungarian. 
We pocketed this, and also a sweet little label, 
" IVauen Wagen." Unluckily as we passed from 
Hungary into Austria, the train was made over to 
a new set of officials, and these things were missed, 
and there was a grand search,' and inquiries were 
made. We were obliged to pretend, that we knew 
no language whatsoever, and we produced our 
tickets, and passports, and luggage ticket, and 
refused to understand anything beyond : so they 
left us downright stumped, and we got off. We 
threw, away the small label, but I have got the 
brass one still among my curios. 

At Saltzburg we went into the mines, and a 
wonderful affair it was. We had to put on miner's 
dresses, and then sit straddle-legs on a kind of 
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wooden horse on wheels, women and men all the 
same. I sat behind a fat woman, and my Father, 
sat behind me. We were told to bend onr heads 
forward, and we were then propelled along tunnels 
into the bowels of the earth. We passed through 
large caverns, dimly lighted up, and it was capital 
fun, but we clung to each other for fear of falling 
off. It was nearly dark, and we had each a lantern 
in our hands, but, as we left the mine, we were 
violently shot out into the broad daylight, and 
the midst of a crowd of tourists, and we then 
became aware, the women particularly, what a 
ridiculous appearance we presented. We then 
went in a boat on the beautiful lake, and to my 
surprise I found, that the boatmen were all women, 
in short dresses, and they had such thick legs. I 
suppose it comes from panting and boating. I 
never saw such legs on the Brocas. We went to 
see a tunnel, cut last century for the high road. 
The Emperor's bust was over the arch, and the 
words, "Te Saxa loquuntur.*' It was quite 
absurd, for the commonest railway tunnel is 
far greater, and any one, who had seen Mt. 
Cenis and Gothard tunnels, could weU laugh at 
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this little affair, whicli was thought a great 
tiling then. 

We went to Nnremburg. I liked that old town 
better than anything. It was so old and quaint, 
with great walls and ditches all ready for a siege. 
We went to see the manufactory of German tpys. 
In one room we found hundreds of Noah's Arks 
all ready painted, and ready to be filled. In another 
there were thousands and thousands of every kind 
of beast all ready to be distributed in the Arks 
according to a list. At Munich we saw the 
gaUeries, and went into a statue of Bavaria, right 
up into the head, where there was room for five 
people to sit. At one place we went to see a 
balloon go off from a garden. A young American 
girl got into it alone, and off it went into the 
skies. We saw her waving a flag of stars and 
stripes. At length she quite disappeared : we had 
to go off by the train. I should have liked much 
to know, what became of her, and how she got to 
land again, and where. In one of our journeys 
we travelled with a Greek lady and her daughter. 
Money was wanted to pay something, and we 
heard one say to the other, "^oO ra xpiJ/uiTa,'' 
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whereas your money ? We began to rub our Greek 
up, and my Father said to the lady, ^^Ovyarifyrf 
aov Kokr) eoTtv.^^ The young girl twigged the 
meaning at once, and giggled. Their pronunci- 
ation was horrible. Another funny thing happened. 
My father happened to stay at one of the same 
hotels the next year, and he looked down the hotel 

book, and found his name registered as " M 

avec une dame." He remonstrated with the land- 
lady, reminding her of me, whom she recollected, 
but she said, that, whenever two persons occupied 
the same room, they always entered one, as a 
Da/me. 

Prom Dresden we took tickets straight to London 
without stopping, but we got into some trouble in 
a steamer on the riyer Elbe. As we were passing 
under the Bastei Bock in Saxon Switzerland, my 
Father sat down on a large wooden chest to enable 
him to look up to the elevated gaUery in the side 
of the Mountains. He had not been long there, 
before he became aware, that a quantity of yellow 
stuff was oozing out on the deck, and he found, 
that he ha^ been sitting on a box of eggs. He 
beat a rapid retreat to the extreme end of the 
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vessel, and began to admire the scenery, but the 
owner of tbe eggs, a woman, found him out, and 
actually insisted upon his purchasing the whole 
case containing 1500 eggs. As we were going to 
stop only one night in Dresden, it was impossible, 
that we could buy a case of 1500 eggs : so my 
Father would not take any notice of her. Presently 
the Captain came up, and raising his cap, began 
the following conversation : " I think that you were 
sitting on that box of eggs." " Yes." " I fear 
that some of the eggs by accident were broken.'* 
" Possibly.'' " I fear that the owner has suffered 
loss." "Possibly." "Would it not be possible 
to satisfy her ? " " How much ? " " Would one 
mark (a shilling) be deemed too much?" My 
Father handed over the mark, and the incident 
ended. 

Thence we hurried back to London and to 
Eton. I hope that some of the fellows who 
read this will be interested, and perhaps follow 
my example. I can assure them, that it was 
jolly good fun, and opened my eyes a good 
deal, and I brought home some delightful things 
to ornament my room. Conspicuous among them 



30 How I Spent my Summer Holidays. 

was a gold etnavy or picture of the Virgin, such 
as the Eussians stick up in the comers of all 
their rooms, and some pretty sUver lamps to 
hang from the ceiling. I add a copj of mj 
Holiday Task telling the whole story. 



SeptembeVy 1876. 



HOLIDAY TASK. 

ITEB AD CONGEESSUM ORIENTALEM APUD 
PETEOPOLIM, A.D. MDCCCLXXvr. 

AnnnnB in solitum nos snBcitat ordo laborem : 

Sacculus, Argentnm, Poentda, Liber, adest : 
Nos noyns invitat ciirsns, nova pascna : lingua 

Nob nova : carpe diem : Terra patema vale ! 
Omine felici nobis iter incipit : ^qnor 

Tranqnillnm : nullis piscibns eBca datur. 
Gallia nos recipit, gratissima Gallia, lingui 

JncnndA : long^ ferrea rheda trahit 
In Belgas : Sol Bmxelli prope moenia Incem 

Condit, et in medi& nocte cietur iter. 
Tema alii Beg^m describant nomina, et ossa 

Yirginea in cistis, Undecimilla, tnis. 
Nobilis Hamburghi nos tandem nrbs accipit : Elbam 

Transimns : multo membra calore madent. 
Inde, Lubeck, celeres te visimus : inde recepit 

Nos in contracto ferrea cymba sinn. 
Nox teritur somno : prostrata cadavera mane 

GemimuB : ingratus naribns adstat odor. 
Vidimus h celsft Danomm littora pnppi : 

Prima qnies nobis tn, Gopenhagen, eras. 
Scandimus hie turres : per totam cnrritnr nrbem : 

Miramur statuas, pocula, tela, libros : 

3 
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Yestimenta DesB non sunt ! Ysb nuda puella ! 

Qnocnnqne aspicias, nil nisi nndus homo est ! 
Nee mora : sub noctem petimus loca clara, per Aurem,^ 

QnJL cita Baltiaci deflnit nnda freti : 
Mane novo Haml^ti castella antiqna snbimus : 

Frotinus acoipiunt Gothica regna pedes. 
Inde laborantes in nonam cnrrimus horam : 

Qnoonnque aspicias, sylva, lacosqnef looo. 
Dnlcia Snedonim qud possnm dicere verstl ? 

Cymba per saquoreas itqne, reditque, vias. 
Ptdchri homines, et pnlohrior Urbs, pulcherrima Virgo : 

Miramur Begum signa, tropoea, domes. 
Hinc per Hyperborei vehimur freta nave parat& 

Oceani, stomacho non toleranda meo. 
Xox placida, et somnus facilis : cito turbine pontus 

^stuat, et medi& cymba laborat aquA. 
Insequitur clamorque virdm, stridorque mdentis : 

Traditur indigno piscibus ore cibus. 
Ezagitatus, edax, passus graviora, carinam 

Linquo libens : rupes osculor, Hango, tuas : 
Finnica nos dulcis ripsB conducit Imatrae,* 

Quk sonat setemus nocte, di^ue, fragor. 
O ! quam te memorem ! si centum vivitur annos, 

Finnica Yirgo, tui corde manebit amor ! 
Frons gracilis, roseaBque gensB, niyeique capilli, 

GsBruleique oculi, foemineusque decor ! 

* Urbs Helsingor (Anglic^ Elsinore) apud fretum 
Oresund (Anglic^ Sound), alias Aurem, sita. 

^ Im&tra, Iocub in terr& Finnic^ ob delapsum aquamm celeberri- 
mus. 
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Bussia, terraram domitor, spoliator Soi, 

Illastrare fngax te mea Musa timet. 
In centum lingnis tibi dant maledicta, Tyranne ; 

^dibns in sacris mille tropoea nitent. 
Te tuba terribllis, te ferrea machina mortis, 

Ala ferox equitum te, peditumque cohors : 
Te luctus, famesque, et mors violenta, sequuntur : 

Te tenet in templis prava Superstitio. 
Urbs proeclara tamen, Petri sub nomine, lautis 

Nob recipit tectis : incipit inde labor. 
Namque Professores, Boctores, atque Sophistae, 

Indi, Semitic!, Seres, et Assyrii, 
Grammaticale pecus, congestio Pragmaticorum, 

Gonveniunt, uno gens aliena loco : 
Themata, discursus, arg^mentatio, libri, 

Signaque in egregios torta retorta modes : 
Diyerssa voces, diyersaque nomina : oultus 

Diyersus : varius sanguis, origo, color. 
Hie Academiae claustris nutritur : at ille, 

Qak rheda errantem convehit una domum. 
Adsunt Gallorum, Gfermanorumque, phalanges, 

"Et Bani : lepid^ lingua Latina sonat : 
Namque " Gubematis " ^ Florenti ex urbe subivit, 

Flos Italiae gentis, delicisBque mess : 
** Oppertusque " ^ ferox, Teutonve an Gallicus anceps, 

Ambobus bellum ferre paratus, adest : 

^ Angelo di Gubematis in urbe FlorentiA Professor, doctissi- 
mus, amabilissimus. 

^ Julius Oppert, Assyrologus acutissimus, vivacissimus, belli- 
cosissimus, apud Hamburghum natus, in Parisiis demorans. 

• - "^ J.J 
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Anglia qnos mittit ? juyenTimqne senamqne profos^ 

More vorat patrio, vociferatqne, cohors. 
Tu quoque, " Kerne," * venis Batavonun gloria, cnjus 

Doctrina ingenio oertat, et arte labor. 
Frisca Jayanomm tibi debent carmina vitam : 

India te novit Froxima, et Ulterior. 
Addit se sociam, Doctisque supervenit,' Anna,^ 

Ptdchra satis, genio fertlHs, arte, sale : 
Foeminea argntft nectens snbtilia voce ; 

Lncentes oculi vim Kationis habent : 
Hano incessanter Jnvenesque, Senesque, frequentant : 

Gorda Frofessonun frigida moUit Amor. 
GsBsaris augast& pransi regalite aul4 

Gongredimur : mtdto carpitnr ore dies. 
Oocupat immens4 Germanus pulpita barb& ; 

Band, voce snam rem, digitoqne, movet : 
Bespondet Gallns : ** Si qnsB nova dicis, Amice, 

" Non vera ; et verum est qnod, novitate caret." 
Gonsnrgnnt alii : facit indignatio verba ; 

Tinnitus tenui futilis sere sonat. 
Snrrident Angli et Batavi : regionis Eo8b 

Imperium est illis grande, loquela panim. 
Tunc pietate gravis veniam, pacemqne, reqnirit, 

Felix, oni snrgrit plansns ntr&qne manu. 

^ Henrions Kern, apnd Lngdnnum Batavomm Frofessor, vir 
juonndissimns, utriosque Indies sermonibus doctissimns. 

' Fuella Anglica, ccemleis caJceis indnta (vnlgo blue-stocking), 
hujus Gongressils pars mihi non minima. 
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PraBvalet at sermo Enssus : comprendere nemo 

Andet : GregoriefE^ praesidet : aula silet. 
Sio intestinis crescit Res Palladis armis, 

EoropsBque recens nndique floret honos : 
Sic ** redit a nobis Aurora, diemque redacit ** : 

Snrgit et ^ fusdL lux Oriente nova : 
Secreta ezponunt penetralia Seres, et Indi, 

Gimmeriusque nigrans, ^thiopumque genus, 
Sacrilegis cedunt violata cadayera chartas : 

Urbium et antiqnse defodiuntnr opes, 
Ossa sepultomm, yetemm yestigia Begum : 

Yoz yocat h tumulo : lux patefacta micat. 
QusB nunquam Graii, nunquam noy^re Latini, 

Gantitat, absorbens poma nucesque, puer. 
Qusecunque obscuris recit4rint carmina lucis 

Gymnosophi, vel quas luxuri&rit Arabs, 
Omnia nota patent : nam quid non yincere possit 

Subtile ingenium, et nocte dieque labor ? 
Hinc iter ad yeteres ducit, Moscoyia, sedes : 

Yolga Buperfus^ plena redundat aquft : 
Vidi ego, per totum mundi dum ourritur orbem, 

Multas Begem urbes, multaque templa Dei : 
Nulla tamen palmam te tollit : corde fideli 

Tu, quasi Jerusalem, tu, quasi Boma, nites ! 
Salya mane, splendeque, noyos yisura triumphos, 

Bussia ! yicini dant tibi damna lucrum : 
Nam mains e nostro latro sestertia sacco 

Abstrahit : amissas ploro yiator opes. 

^ Bq^silius Gregorieff, CongressiiB Prseses atque Proconsul. 
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Quia fecit, qnum, quo, qnare, cnr, qnomodo, plane 

NesoimnB : notum est quod fnit, et quod abest. 
Inde dies noctesque duas properamus ad Elbam, 

Inque domum reduces ferrea cymba vehit : 
Hie miser ovorum cophino male cautus operto 

Insideo : pretium fcemina Isesa rogat : 
Quid faciam ? facinus non est mihi lingua negare, 

Et solido lapsiis damna rependo mei. 
Musa sile, properaque domum, nam Mater Etona 

Appellat natos in sua olanstra sues : 
SsBvior hio regnat Bussornm rege tyrannus. 

Suavlor hie Finni virgine '^ Dama " ^ sedet : 
Per campos, vallesque, et montes ivimus altos : 

Snetulimus longsB dulcia, acerba, viaB : 
Quid juvat ah ! terras alio sub sole calentes 

Yisere, si Patriaa pectore ddsit amor ? 
Namque bonum extern^ si sit, seu nobile, terrd., 

Est melius patrio, nobiliusque, solo, 
Ne mihi sit finis terras, neo meta laborum, 

Dummodo vis anime, corporeusque vigor. 
Omne quod Ars tulerit, quod conservaverit ^tas, 

Quidquid agant homines, est ibi oura mea. 

Idibus Septembsis, mdccclxxyi. 

^ " Dama " animal sexAs ancipitis, quod pueros gremio f ovet, 
necnon suppliciis torquet. 
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1860 and 1861. Seoond Edition Grown 8vo., Trice 4ts^^d, 

MnsSB EtonensOS^ Sive Carminum Etonse Conditorum Deleceus ; 
being ** Sent np " Exercises of, among others, Archbishop Snmner ; 
Bishops LonsdiJe, Abraham. Dnrnford, Selwyn; Provosts Goodford, 
Hodgson, Hawtrey ; Lords Derby, Auckland, Stratford de Bedcliffe, 
Lyttelton ; Deans Mihnan, Wellesley (Windsor) ; Sirs G. C. Lewis, E. 
Creasy ; and W. E. Gladstone, W. M. Fraed, A. H. Hallam, H. H. Knapp. 
Edited by Dr. Okes, Provost of Eang's College, Cambridge. 

Reduced in Price to 10s. 6d. cloth ; 16s. tree-caJfi 20$. morocco plain* 

Eton CoUeg^e Library (Reprinted from Notes and Queries)^ by the 
Bev. Fbancis St. John Thackeray, M.A., late Fellow of Lincoln College, 
Oxford, and late Assistant Master at Eton. With Photograph of the In- 
terior of the Library. Containing an account of its origin and the prin- 
cipal epochs in its history : the MSS. : Bibles and Theological works : 
Aldines and other early editions of the Classics : Grammatical and 
ArchsBological Treatises : Caxtons and other early English pablications ; 
rare books of History and Travels : special Collections : descriptions of 
selected specimens of bindings Fcap, 4^o, Price &s, 

A Ouide to the Collection of Roman Coins at Eton College^ 

with an Appendix on some Byzantine Coins, by the Bev. Francis St. John 
Thackeray, M.A., late Fellow of Lincoln College, Oxford, and late Assis- 
tant Master at Eton ; Crown 8vo., Price 2s. 6c2. 

Eton Selections from Ovid and Tibnllns, Translated into Eng- 
lish Yerse, by the Eev. H. W. Hodgson, M.A , Rector of Ashwell in the 
County of Hertford, and formerly of Balliol College, Oxford. 

Crown 8vo., cloth^ Price 3s. 6^, 

Greek Derivation Papers fco^., loo Forms on 50 Leaves fw 2s. 

'Dates in Roman History, from the foundation of the City to 

A.D. 476 4*0., Price Ad. 

Geometry in Sodern Life, beinp: the substance of Two Lectures 
on Useful Geometry given before the Literary Society at Eton, by J. 
ScoTT-BvssELL, M.A., F.B.S Demy Sao., clothy Price 3s. 6d. 



